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Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis are three serious infectious diseases
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In this thesis, we have monitored the population immunity level in Belgium
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and confirmed the circulation of B. pertussis among the Belgian adult
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Tdap vaccination during pregnancy induced sustained humoral and transient
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cellular response in women to the same extent in pregnant and non-

response to HBHA antigen for the diagnosis of latent tuberculosis» at the

pregnant women. High maternal antibodies were efficiently transferred
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through the placenta closing the susceptibility gap in infants prior to their

November 2013, she started working as an “Ylieff” scientist supported

first DTaP vaccination. All infants showed good antibody responses to the

by the Belgian Federal Science Policy Office (BELSPO) at the Service

vaccine albeit minor inhibition by residual maternal antibodies was observed
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for infant antibodies to PT in terms of quantity and quality. Our results
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significance of maternal antibodies interference on infant immune response
should be further investigated.
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