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Summary of the dissertation
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The main topic of this thesis revolved around a better understanding of the

Karolien Van De Maele obtained her medical degree at the University of Ghent in
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surgery before pregnancy (EFFECTOR-study). They were compared to the
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Brussels (supervisor Prof. Dr. I. Gies) and the department of gynaecology and
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to gain insight in the body composition, metabolic and inflammatory state as
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well as the vascular function (measured by peripheral arterial tonometry) of
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the children.

and obtained additional research funding from Wetenschappelijk Fonds Willy
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The children born after bariatric surgery (BS) presented with the highest
body weight SD score, BMI SD scores, excess in body fat percentage and

Karolien disseminated her research by various poster and oral presentations at

waist circumference SD score at childhood age, compared to the matched

national and international scientific conferences. The work conducted during her
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According to the different findings presented in this thesis, we concluded that
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