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Summary of the dissertation 

 

 

 
For childhood brain tumor survivors (CBTS) and key figures in their lives, 

returning to school after a period of illness and medical treatment is a 

milestone. Unfortunately, many of them face challenges associated with 

school attendance, academic performance and psychosocial wellbeing. 

Three observations in the Flemish context served as a starting point for 

this dissertation: the poorly coordinated school policy on CBTS, the often 

suboptimal collaboration between family, education and healthcare 

systems, and the lack of research on experiences of CBTS and related 

key figures on school reintegration. The work consists of an in-depth 

study of the perspectives of CBTS, parents, school staff and healthcare 

professionals on the process of school reintegration. This knowledge in 

combination with the identified areas of concern can be used to guide 

those who work with CBTS, and to be potentially included in future 

school policies on CBTS. This study demonstrates that children and key 

figures have different perspectives on school reintegration. These 

perspectives evolve over time and relate strongly to the child’s school 

functioning and participation. It also shows that optimal practices of 

collaboration between parents, teachers and healthcare providers are 

hard to attain, and generally lack coordination. In addition to suboptimal 

communication, insufficient preparedness of school staff and inadequate 

availability of healthcare professionals impede the process of 

reintegration. Conversely, high parental involvement, multidisciplinary 

follow-up and introduction of a school liaison positively influence the 

child’s readjustment following re-entry. The importance of additional 

support from societal structures supporting CBTS and school support 

services and of using scientifically based models such as the ICF model, 

is highlighted.  
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